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He gave justice and help to the poor and needy, and 

everything went well for him. Isn't that what it 
means to know Me?" says the LORD. 

(Jeremiah 22:16 NLT) 

 

Meet Loren and Warren 
 

In March of 2009 we met a small group of kids 
begging on the street, they were asking for 
food. From experience I always try to make a 
judgment as to weather the kids are really in 
need or do they have a home and are just 
begging to get some spending money. I look at 
their appearance and can usually tell if they are 
real street kids. My definition of a real street kid 
is one that does not have a home that they can 
safely go to and they are trying to survive by 
living on the streets; They do not have 
someone taking care of them. 
 
I could tell these kids were real street kids so 
we decided to get some food for them. As a rule 
we do not give money because we don’t know 
what they might do with it. (Rugby – glue is 
cheaper than food and helps them overcome 
hunger pain.) There was a fast food hamburger 
place next door so I went over there and got 
some food for the kids. 
 
We fed them and talked with them a little and 
got to know their names. Then we prayed with 
them and told them we will come back. Two of 
the kids we met at that time were Loren and 
Warren, they were brothers. Loren was 14 
years old and Warren was 12. They looked 
younger than that because of the lack of 
nutrition, which is common here. They were 
hungry and very thankful for the food. 

 
Above Loren the night we first met him in March 2009  

Below Warren the same night 
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We decided to make that area a target 
outreach place because of the number of 
street kids there. From time to time we would 
visit the kids there and bring them food. We 
would listen to news from them about what 
happened to them and their friends. Common 
news is someone got stabbed, someone got 
hit by a car, or someone got taken into 
custody. If they are younger and the crime is 
not severe they are taken to DSHS. DSHS is 
the government agency that tries to help the 
kids but mostly they warehouse them until 
they run away. Several times when we have 
visited kids they would show us a new stab 
wound, fights are common. 
 
When we visit the kids we usually bring food 
and water to them. They are always hungry 
and thirsty and they actually really appreciate 
the water also. When we visit very poor areas 
like the dump sites people always ask for 
water. Clean drinking water is many times 
only available if you have money to buy it. 
 
However, the most important thing we want 
to bring to them is the love of God. We often 
pray with them and try to help them believe 
God is good even though they have been 
through some tough situations in life. We give 
simple messages and simple scriptures. One 
of my favorites that I always teach street kids 
is (Psalms 121:2 ) “My help comes from 
the LORD, Who made heaven and earth.” 
I know that as they cry out to God for help He 
will answer them. We teach relationship with 
God but the beginning of true relationship is 
when you begin to believe that God really 
does love you and that you are special to Him.  
 

As we got to know the kids in that area better 
we began to get a specific burden for two 
brothers, Loren and Warren. We began to 
think about brining them to our place. I knew 
that we would need to reach Loren first, the 
older one, and then he would help us reach 
Warren. Loren was not so happy on the street 
but Warren seemed to be having a great time 
living a wild adventure. In August of 2009 we 
visited the kids and when we arrived we saw 
Loren sleeping on the sidewalk. We decided 
that if he wanted to come with us we would 
take him. He did want to go with us so we 
brought him to our place. 

 
Feeding the kids 

 

 
Above Warren, happy to receive food and water. 

Below Loren sleeping on the sidewalk. 
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When a kid first gets off the street there is a 
time of physical healing and repair that begins 
in their body. They also begin to detoxify from 
all of the glue sniffing, and other vices. They 
are hungry all the time and spend a lot of time 
sleeping. We gave Loren nutritious food and 
vitamins. He slept a lot for the first week. 
When the kids have a safe place to sleep they 
fully relax which is something they can not do 
on the street.  
 
At the same time that physical healing begins 
spiritual and emotional healing begins also. As 
we listen to him share his heart about his past 
we acknowledge the hurts and then help them 
learn how to receive healing through 
experiencing God’s love and learning to 
forgive. 
 
Loren’s father died when he was young, 
probably when he was around seven. His 
father drank a lot and on his birthday he was 
very drunk. He got in a fight with a drinking 
buddy and was stabbed to death. Loren’s 
mother sent Loren and Warren to live with 
relatives. A younger sister was left with a 
neighbor. Loren and Warren were beaten by 
people they lived with. They went back and 
forth to the mother and different relatives a 
few times. They lived with their grandmother 
for a short time and they loved her but she 
died of complications from diabetes. 
 
When we first met Loren he told us a few 
times about how his mother took him and 
Warren to McDonalds and then left them there 
and never came back. Loren and Warren slept 
in the back of McDonalds that night and for a 
few nights after that. Loren thinks he was 
probably eight years old at that time. 
 
However, that was not the first time Loren 
had slept on the street because a cousin had 
already taught him how to beg and he would 
sometimes spend the night on the street with 
the cousin. After the father died the mother 

went to work in a bar. 
 
Loren had not been to school except for a few 
days. He could not read or write. His only 
education was street life and his whole world 
view was contained in a few square 
kilometers. 

 
Loren soon after he came to our place in August 2009. 

Notice the burn mark on his hand, a mark of loyalty to 

a gang or fraternity, as they are called here. 

 

 
 

Above, Joshua and Loren at the ocean playing with a sand 
crab. 

 
 

Right, Loren 

playing in the 
water. 

Although he 
lives in The 

Philippines 
this is the 

first time he 

has been to 
the ocean. 
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Loren made good progress physically and he seemed to enjoy being with us. However, his heart 
was not fully with us or God. There were things that were still pulling him back to the street. Some 
of the things may have been some withdrawal from vices. For instance I noticed when we would 
walk past people who were smoking he would try to inhale some of the cigarette smoke. 
 
However, probably the biggest thing was he missed his friends from the street. God has put in the 
heart of all people to have a perfect Father and to be part of a family. We are all longing for the 
true love that comes from the Father of love. We all desire the security of being a part of a family 
and experiencing the unconditional love that comes from belonging, not because of what we do but 
because of who we are.  
 
When a kid ends up on the street he looks for food and a way to survive but he also looks for love 
and acceptance. Street kids form substitute families. In the USA we call them gangs; in The 
Philippines they are called fraternities. I am going to call them groups for this article. A group may 
be small, three to five kids can form a group; usually there are less than ten people in a group 
here. Many times there will be an older kid or adult that is the head or “father figure”, but not 
always.  
 
In the place Loren was from there was a large loose group that had a “mother and a father”. It 
seemed that the large group had maybe 50 kids that were loosely connected and the kids would 
come and go. However, they all called the leaders mom and dad. In the big group were smaller 
groups that kids formed with each other. They would pledge their loyalty to each other and 
promise to help and protect each other. To show their loyalty they would sometimes have a tattoo 
or they may burn themselves to make a mark on their hand between their thumb and finger. 
 
In this big group the people that they called mother and father were the ones who sold the kids 
glue for sniffing and other bad things. They would find an abandoned building where they could 
sleep and they would call that place “the hideout”, a substitute home. One time the one they called 
“father” tried to kill Loren with an ice pick. The “father” was very drunk, apparently out of his mind, 
and for no reason came after Loren. Loren fought off the attack but he did get stabbed in his upper 
chest on the right side. However, it was not too deep or severe. Loren felt lucky because he came 
close to being stabbed in the neck. From then on Loren did not sleep in the hideout because he did 
not feel safe. He would sleep on the sidewalk near stores that had a security guard who would 
allow him to sleep there.  
 
The bond between the kids is a love bond, it is family for them. Just as in any family loyalty is 
considered to be very important. The kids will make decisions as a group unless they have a strong 
leader who they follow. The kids may care very deeply for each other. I have been impressed that 
they will sometimes give sacrificially food to their friend even when they are hungry. Although the 
relationships involve a kind of love it can also often be very unhealthy. The kids are unrestrained 
and experience many kinds of destructive behaviors.  
 
The main point in all of this is that it is hard for a kid to leave a group who he loves and who loves 
him. It is like leaving the only family who has loved him. That is a very difficult choice for the kid to 
make. However, he must break free from the group and the whole unhealthy environment of the 
street for him to be able to change into the person God created him to be. This can be more 

difficult for some kids than others. Personality and the length of time a kid has been surviving on 
the street are also factors.  
 
In addition to it being difficult to leave the group other things may also be pulling on the kid. 
Substance abuse is another big one. The kid may have become dependant on some chemicals to 
help him cope with life on the street. Another thing the kid deals with in escaping life on the street 
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is going from an independent life to a life where he has to submit to authority and learn to be part 
of a real family, not one he can leave whenever he disagrees. 
 
When Loren began to feel stronger and healthy he began to go through a battle on the inside of his 
mind, which is where the battles always are. He began to talk about wanting to go and pick up 
Warren. We could sense that he was thinking about running away. When I asked him he would 
admit that he was thinking about it. The thing he seemed to miss the most was his friends. He 
made the comment, “they love me too.” I could see that we were loosing him and that he was not 
always with us sometimes his heart was back on the street.  
 
One day Loren asked me, “If I run away will you look for me?” I made an important mistake in my 
answer. I lied. In my mind I thought if I say yes then that may encourage him to run. However, in 
my heart I knew that I would look for him, I loved him. I answered from my mind instead of the 
truth in my heart. I said, “No, if you run it means you do not want to live here.” I did not know as 
much then as I do now. Now I realize my answer should have been something like this. Loren I 
know God brought us together because He loves you. I can feel God’s love for you and He has put 
His love in my heart for you. I love you as a son and just like I love my son Joshua and if he was 

on the street I would come and look for him, in the same way I would look for you also. But, you 
still have to choose I can not force you, just like God loves people and wants them to love Him, but 

He will not force them. People, including street kids are drawn to where they feel the most love.  
 
About three weeks after Lorne came to our place we went back to get Warren. However, our family 
knew that it was very possible that Loren may run when we got there. When he left our van to go 
find Warren he did not come back. We did not leave right away we waited for him to come back. 
After a while we went to see some other kids there and we fed them. Later we found out that Loren 
had been watching us that night and as we drove away he began crying. He also started praying at 
that time that God would bring us back to him. The battle continued in his mind. I knew that we 
were going to have to wait until Loren came to the end of himself then we could take him back to 
our place. Our family was sad as we drove home without him. It was near the end of August 2009 
at that time. 
 
After that I began to realize there is only one way a kid can be set free from the street; the kid 
must experience God’s love. The strategy that the Lord has given us we call “Overwhelming Love”, 
which is actually God’s strategy for all of us. The picture in my mind when I heard those words was 
when Iraq had invaded Kuwait and the USA responded with “Desert Storm”. The strategy was 
overwhelming force. The picture in my mind was the beginning of the war when we unleashed 
hundreds of missiles that helped eliminate defenses, then the stealth bombers went in to soften the 
enemy, and then I saw our massive tanks with bulldozer blades on the front plowing their way 
right through and over the enemy trenches. It was overwhelming force which caused thousands of 
Iraqi soldiers to quickly surrender.   
 
Love does not give up and it does not fail, see 1st Corinthians 13. Love is God’s nuclear weapon 
unleashed at the cross of Christ. God’s love is more powerful than all bondages and strongholds. 
When a street kid begins to see and feel God’s love coming through God’s people they are drawn to 
the God of love. That is what they are longing for deep inside. On the outside they have learned to 
not trust people because they have been hurt so many times. However, overwhelming love 

overcomes and heals the hurts to the point they begin to trust again. Transformation is a work of 
the Holy Spirit. However, we must provide a safe environment of God’s presence and teach God’s 
Word so that the Holy Spirit can do the work inside the kids. Now hope does not disappoint, 

because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
(Romans 5:5 NKJV) 
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We continued to visit the kids from time to 
time, including Loren and Warren. We let 
Loren know that although we felt sad that he 
left we were not angry at him. We continued 
to let him know he could come with us. 
There were times that he seemed like he 
was going to come but he would change his 
mind before we left. Each time after we left 
he was sorry that he did not come with us. 
 
Sometimes Loren would ask if we could 
come back in a few days. He was trying to 
hold on to us and his street life at the same 
time. I could see that it is not time yet, he is 
not ready. 
 
One time when it seemed he was going to go 
with us I saw one of the older kids pull him 
aside and behind a corner of a building. I 
knew he was giving him glue to sniff and 
maybe trying to convince him to stay with 
the group. After Loren came back out he had 
changed his mind and again wanted to know 
if we would come back another day.  
 
We did not go along with coming back when 
he wanted us to. We let him know that when 
we came he could go with us but we were 
not sure when we would be able to come 
back.  
 
By this time nearly half of his young life had 
been lived on the street. Even the first half 
of his life was on the edge of the street with 
his family situation. 
 

Below, Loren and Joshua. Loren was always 

happy to see us when we came there. 

 

 
 

Loren in the valley of decision. He was crying because a 
battle was raging in his mind, he wanted to go with us 

however he also had six years of his past life pulling him 
back to the street. 

 
 

 
 

Above, Loren back out on the street with a friend. The 
boy on the left got sick and died a few months after this 

picture. They are not sure but they guess that it may 

have been Dengue Fever, a virus spread by mosquitoes. 
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I would often think about Loren and pray for 
him and Warren and the other kids out 
there. When I would think about Loren it was 
like I could hear the Lord saying go get your 
son Loren. However, I knew that the timing 
was going to be important and that Loren 
had to come to the end of himself so to 
speak.  
 

Loren and Warren seemed to be in worse 
physical condition as time went by. Loren 
suffered different things when he went back 
to the street. There were times that he got 
sick, and times he was beat up. He said that 
he prayed every night that we would come 
back and pick him up.   
 

One day Loren was begging in front of a 
restaurant and the security guard became 
angry at him. Loren said some things that 
fueled his anger. Then the guard became 
enraged and went after Loren. He began 
hitting Loren with his hand and when Loren 
was on the ground he began kicking him with 
his heavy boots. He then tried to stuff Loren 
inside a cement mixer. People were watching 
but afraid to intervene because the guard 
had a gun. Finally one guy got the guard to 
stop beating Loren. The guy said he was 
afraid the guard might kill Loren. It took 
Loren several days to recover from the 
beating. The next time we saw him he was a 
little different I could tell that the ordeal left 
scars on his heart that would need to be 
healed later. 
 

We went back to visit the kids in March of 
2010. We had not brought food that night so 
we decided to see if a restaurant would let us 
bring the kids in to eat. A nearby place 
offered all you can eat rice and soup and 
they gave you a big piece of chicken all for 
about $2.00 dollars. It would be a treat for 
the kids. We were actually kind of surprised 
that the restaurant let the kids come in. Most 
businesses here do not allow street kids 
inside. They annoy the customers by 
begging, cause trouble, and because of poor 
hygiene they often do not smell very good. 
We received permission from the manager to 
bring the kids in. We blessed the restaurant 
and told the manager they would be blessed 
for feeding the kids. We learned that it was 
there grand opening. 

 
Loren back on the street, Warren is on the right side. 

 Below, taking the kids out to dinner. 
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We fed about thirty kids that night. They were well behaved and seemed to appreciate the privilege 
of being on the inside for a change. When the kids were eating I looked out the window and there 
was Loren standing outside staring in at me. He was waiting to get my attention to see if he could 
come in. I immediately motioned for him to come in. Even though he did not look the same and it 
was dark outside I immediately knew it was him the same way I would know if he was my natural 
son. It was like I knew in my heart before my eyes could confirm it. 
 
However, my heart broke at his 
appearance and I knew it was 
time to bring him home. He 
looked like a small caveman. I 
could see that he was getting to 
the point that he may be 
loosing hope and he was very 
malnourished. I remembered 
that we had a mission’s team 
coming from our home church 
in about a week. So the timing 
did not make sense to my mind 
but my heart said he could die if 
we do not get him now. He 
quickly asked if he could come 
back to our place and I quickly 
said yes. He wanted to bring 
Warren also and I could see he 
really needed to be rescued also 
and I said, “Yes both of you”. 

                                                         Loren and Warren the night we rescued Loren from the street March 22, 2010 
 

However, when we got out of the building Warren ran away. Loren started to rethink about coming 
with us. I told Loren you need to go with us and lead the way for Warren. I reminded him that I 
told him before he would need to help us reach Warren. He agreed. I promised that we would come 
back and get Warren also. 
 

I was sad to see Loren’s condition. 
He was very thin, the diameter of 
his arm made me think it looked 
more like that of a six year old. 
Loren was now 15. He had a 
birthday just a few days before we 
picked him up. I knew that he had 
been through a lot. It had been six 
months since he ran from us and 
it had been a difficult six months 
on the street. The good thing is 
that he made a decision that night 
to stay with us. Later he would tell 
me that was the night that he was 
born-again; he gave his heart to 
the Lord. I believe it because he 
began to transform from that time 
on. Two days later we picked up 
Warren. 

Above, our family the night we picked up Warren, notice the change in Loren after only two days. 
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It turned out that having the mission’s team come at that time proved to be a blessing for us and 
Loren and Warren. The team embraced Loren and Warren and they helped us pour overwhelming 
love into them. Loren and Warren absorbed love like dry sponges absorb water. 

         
 
Above: left, Loren before he ran from us. Center and right, the night we picked him up after being 
out on the street for six months. Loren was 15 Joshua on the right was 10 years old. 
 

Left and above, Warren the night we brought him to our place. 
He was 12 years old but looked younger.  
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Loren and Warren traveled with us 
and the mission’s team as we went to 
various places to minister. Both of 
the boys were touched by 
experiencing the presence of God in 
meetings that we went to. It was a 
great start to a new life.  
 
Both of them were quickly drawn to 
learn about God. When ever I tell 
them about something that is in the 
Bible they believe it and store it in 
their hearts. They also pray and 
practice what they learn. One day 
when Warren felt he was getting sick 
I told him how Jesus paid for our 
sickness so we could be well. I told 
him how to take hold of the promise 
and declare it. He went into his room 
and when he came out he testified 
that God healed him. Every week the 
kids testify to answers to prayer 
some are so amazing I will not 
include them here because some 
would not be able to believe.  

Above, Warren and Loren about a week after we picked them up  

 
Right, Loren and 
Warren during the 
worship at Kingdom 
Celebration; June 
18, 2011.  
 
They both love to 
worship God and 
they both write 
songs to express 
their love for God.  
 
Loren can play 
guitar, bass guitar, 
and drums. Warren 
is learning to play 
guitar and now 
base guitar.  
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Loren and Warren’s 
development has been 
amazing in every way. They 
have now been with us for a 
year and three months. They 
have changed from street 
kids into fine young men who 
love God in a fairly short 
time. Physically, in the first 
year they each grew six 
inches taller. Loren gained 
one third of his body weight 
in one year, Warren gained 
forty percent of his body 
weight in one year. The Lord 
is restoring the years that the 
locust have eaten. They are 
now near normal size and 
weight for their ages. 
Educationally they have 
learned much but are still 
behind for their ages. The 
good thing is they love to 
learn and are self-motivated. 

Above, the kids in March 2010, below the kids now in June 2011. They have all 

grown but look at Loren and Warren and compare their positions to the van; 
Loren is now 16, Warren 14, Joshua 11, Shekinah 8 and Alianna is 10 

 
Lorne had never learned to 
read before. He has worked 
very hard to learn. I would 
sometimes go into their room 
at night and he would be 
staring at the words in the 
Bible for a long time whishing 
he could read it. Now he can 
but it still is not easy for him. 
I am very proud of his 
determination to keep 
practicing reading. He 
continues to get better. The 
good thing is what he learns 
goes in his heart. Warren had 
been to school for a short 
time before so he could read 
a little before but he has 
greatly improved. They both 
love to read the Bible it is like 
a book of treasures to be 
discovered for them.   
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As far as Loren and Warren know they are the first real believers in their family. We know that God 
cares about families. Our long term goal, which is God’s will, is the salvation of the family by 
reaching the kids first. We have a good start because two members are praying in agreement for 
the rest of them. We believe family salvation is possible and we are looking forward to the time 
when that will begin happening with other members of their biological family.  Their testimony is 
still only beginning. However, they are at a place where they love to share with others about God 
and they love to pray for people. They have gone from being street kids to street ministers. Today 
is Fathers Day, in church this morning they had the kids honor their fathers. Loren came up and he 
could barley talk he was trying so hard not to cry but he did. He was only able to get out “Thank 
you for teaching me about God, I love you”. That was the best thing he could of said to me, that is 
what it is all about, honoring our Father in heaven. 
 
We know that God does the work inside a person. However, we can help kids become who God 
wants them to be by providing a safe environment of God presence, giving them the Word of God, 
and establishing a family type of structure with Overwhelming Love. That is our vision for The 
Father’s Glory – Transformation Center it is an awesome opportunity for such a time as this. 
 

 
This huge house is a great opportunity. However, we need $18,000 US dollars in ten days so that we do not 
go into default on the loan. With just $125,000 US dollars we could pay it off completely. You can learn more 

about the house and our vision for it at http://www.seekgod.org/fgh/ 

 
If you are not a part of this ministry please pray and ask the Lord what He would have you do. If 
you are helping us with prayers and financial giving we thank you. You are a vital part of 
everything we are able to do. With your help we will continue to seek and to save that which is 
lost. We want to see Jesus receive His full reward. Many of these kids are part of His reward.  
 
We love you, and pray God’s blessings on you and your family, 
  
Gary, Suzzhette, and Kids +++ 
Seek God Ministries 
www.SeekGod.org 
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