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Ministry Update August 20, 2016
I never stop giving thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, would give
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him. (Ephesians 1:16-17)
Dear friends and partners,
Rainy season is here again in The Philippines. We are thankful that there have not been any major
typhoons hit The Philippines, so far this year. However, the last couple of weeks we have had
frequent monsoon rains which are causing some flooding, mostly in our province and the one north
of us. A young man drowned a few days ago in a swollen river near us.
The rains are affecting the poor the most, especially those who live in squatter houses. The houses
are often too close to the rivers or to the sea and can wash away in heavy rains. Squatter houses
are made of whatever scraps the people can find and put together for shelter. Many in The
Philippines live in homes like these. Note, some pictures are distorted to protect identities.
The picture on
the left is a
bird outside
our window
enduring the
monsoon rain.
On the right is
a squatter
house that is
being
damaged by
the heavy
rains.

On the left, the
weather is also
affecting families
that rely on fishing
from the ocean for
income. The sea is
too rough to
venture out. On
the right, some of
the kids whose
home is affected
by the heavy rains.
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Suzzhette has graduated and
received her degree in Social Work. She was
supposed to take the board exam in July
however, the test has been delayed until
possibly November or December.
She needs to pass the board exam to be
accepted by The Philippines government as a
registered social worker. A social worker is
required in every organization that works with
people in The Philippines.
Suzzhette is now volunteering with our local
government to get some more experience and
to help some of the people in our area.
Joshua is back from his school’s mission trip to Thailand.
It was a great learning experience for him. Thank you to
all who sent support for his trip. He is working on a more
detailed report to send to those who sponsored him. I
will just give a brief summary here. We are extremely
proud of Joshua. He truly loves the Lord and he is a
blessing to people wherever he goes. He is a very
important part of our ministry in The Philippines.
Joshua was one of 54
students who participated
from 10 different nations.
The students were from
the USA, Canada, Mexico,
Panama, China, South
Korea, Singapore,
Malaysia, Thailand, and
The Philippines. Joshua
was the only student from
The Philippines. He is
home schooled through a
school in the USA that
provides long distance
education for
missionary kids.
After some training, the students were divided into
smaller teams that were sent to different places in
Thailand. Joshua’s team was sent to Northern Thailand
near Myanmar, which they still call Burma there. In that
area there were Burmese refugees living. Their team
helped a church, which is also a school, that reaches out
to the refugees. Joshua’s team got to spend time
ministering to some of the locals, and blessing the people
in ways that they could. One of the things the students
did was build desks for the school. You can see some of
desks in the picture on the left.
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In the last newsletter I mentioned that we have a new president in The Philippines. Before he was
officially installed in office, his policy to kill drug addicts and dealers without judicial process was
being implemented. Soon after he became president he called on citizens to kill addicts. This is a
quote from the new president, “If you know of any addicts, go ahead and kill them yourself as
getting their parents to do it would be too painful.” The latest count is that more than 700
suspected drug users or dealers have been killed by police or vigilantes in the Philippines, in less
than three months. Human rights campaigners are calling on the UN to denounce the violence.
When someone is gunned down a piece of cardboard is left on the body with “drug pusher” written
on it. There is no investigation. It is having an effect. Fear has gripped the drug addicts and others
on the streets. Over 800,000 people have turned themselves into the police. The police are
overwhelmed, and the jails were already overcrowded before this happened. So, the police most
often just have them sign a paper saying that they are going to quit drugs and then they are
released to self-rehabilitation.
This is a great opportunity for believers and the churches in The Philippines. The drug addicts want
to be free and we know the One who sets men free. I believe that if the body of Christ in The
Philippines can learn to unite and work together in this crisis, and learn to love the drug addicts, it
could be the start of a revival here. Pray with us for The Philippines. The big problem drug here, is
meth and is usually linked to Chinese mafia, there has also been ties to North Korea.
We are also praying for the president, political leaders, the police and military that the peace of
God will prevail. The president has some character issues, but some of his policies may be good for
the country overall. He is definitely trying to come up with solutions to some major problems that
have been ignored for way too long. I believe that just as in the USA, how things turn out will be
determined by the church, the body of Christ, and their prayers.
I’m not sure how much news from The
Philippines makes it into international news. I
do know that some things our president says
makes news, and shocks the world sometimes.
Recently, the Philippines was exposed about
the overcrowded jails and the inhumane
conditions for inmates. Human rights people
are calling for changes there also. The air is so
bad in those places it is difficult to breathe, as
you can imagine from the picture. They take
turns sleeping because there is no space.
On the right is a picture of some kids
we know on the street, along with
Suzzhette and our kids. If you have
been here before you may know the
boy in the middle. He lived with us in
the past. He has been working in
construction but the job ended so he is
back on the street. He is surviving ok
but we may need to help him again.
Even on the street it is clear that God
has impacted his life and he knows the
Lord. In the long term I can see this
young man being used by God,
possibly ministering to the people he
knows on the streets.
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We are looking for a place in this area of the city where we can establish a more regular outreach.
We are also looking for ministry connections in the city who can do more follow up. The needs
continue to be great and there are always new kids coming to the streets.
The boy on the left below, got that worried look on his face when I asked him what does he want
me to pray for him. He explained that his father has recently been taken to jail for drugs. He is
worried about his father, but also for his mother and siblings trying
to survive without the father’s income. Not only that, believe it or
not, this kid says he has a “wife” and they have a baby. It was
confirmed by the other kids. He is probably about 15 or 16 years
old. This is all too common and usually a generational thing, he is
most likely repeating his parents’ history. What else is common is
that young fathers on the street often move on to another “wife”,
and start another family. Without Jesus the cycle continues.
The boy also needed
money for milk for the
baby. We helped him
with some extra food
and milk for the baby.
He felt much better
after we prayed and
he went away
thankful.
On the right, Joshua
ministering to some of
the street kids.

Below left, Shekinah with a couple of new friends she met on the street. The boy was selling
something. The girl was waiting for her mother who is a street vendor. The two kids below on the
right, come to our gate regularly. Yesterday, they showed up wet and cold because of the rain, and
hungry as usual. Rainy season is a time when there is more hunger in The Philippines because
there is less work and many
families survive on a small daily
income from work, which is
affected by the weather.

A big thank you to all our friends and partners.
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We are forever thankful to you who continue to support the ministry through prayer and giving.
You are a vital part of what we are able to do in The Philippines and around the world through the
internet.
If you are in a country that allows you to donate to a US based organization then you can give
directly to Seek God Ministries through PayPal at the website, go to http://www.seekgod.org/ and
click on the “Donation” button.
If your country does not allow you to give to foreign NGO’s you can send funds through PayPal to
my personal account email: https://www.paypal.me/GaryBallard this is a personal account and you
can give as you would send money to a friend. Let me know if you have any problems doing this.
You can also send a check by mail to this
address in the USA:

In The Philippines, you can send donations in
Pesos to:
Seek God Ministries
PO Box 140
Subic Bay Freeport Zone
Philippines 2222

Seek God Ministries
PO Box 1021
Post Falls, Idaho 83877
USA
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